
                          Sensitive Issues Permission Form  
 

 
I give permission for my Girl Scout, ____________________________________, to view the Bully 

 

documentary  and to participate in the Q/A following the film . I am aware of the topics that will be 
discussed and feel comfortable with my daughter learning about them.  

The film is approx. 90 min.  Has a rating of PG-13 for intense thematic material, disturbing content, 
and some strong language - all involving kids 
 
Please view the webpage http://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-reviews/bully for a detailed 
rating of the film.  
 

What parents need to know 

Parents need to know that Bully is a no-holds-barred documentary that intimately portrays bullying victims' daily lives. 
While it's often heartbreaking and deals with tough issues like suicide, the movie addresses an incredibly important, 
timely topic -- bullying -- in a frank, relatable way that's age appropriate for teens and relevant for middle schoolers if an 
adult is present to guide discussion. Bully's strong language (including a brutal, profanity-laden scene in which one boy 
says to another that he'll "shove a broomstick up your a--" and "cut your face off and s--t") earned it an R rating from the 
MPAA (a rating that the production company chose not to accept, officially releasing the film as unrated), but none of 
the swearing is gratuitous. Like it or not, it's a realistic portrayal of what every middle schooler and older hears every 
day. This gives the film veracity and credibility with kids, and it will justifiably shock parents. 
Bully's most challenging material isn't just the language, but the suicides. Seeing grieving parents and friends could 
potentially be upsetting to teens and preteens, so they should definitely watch with adults. Bully also addresses the 
concepts of cutting, physical abuse, and more, but in a way that presents the consequences as well as the behavior 
itself. Victims' parents are generally portrayed as supportive and loving, while school administrators come off in a much 
less positive light. Ultimately, Bully encourages kids to stand up to bullies, not stand by, and reinforces the fact that 
everyone can make a difference when it comes to this essential issue. 
 
 
___________________________________________________Date____________  
Parent/Guardian Signature  

 

------------------------------------keep bottom section ------------------------------------------------- 

 I understand that if I have questions about the program, I may contact the GSGLA Staff in charge 
listed below.    

Elisa Blackmon, Program Specialist, 626-677-2333 Eblackmon@girlscoutsla.org 
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