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	Contacts: 


	Melanie Larsen

Communications Manager

Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles

626-677-2339

mlarsen@girlscoutsla.org
	[TROOP LEADER/ADVISOR NAME]
[Their volunteer title]
Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles

[Their Phone #]

[Their Email]


	PRESS RELEASE



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[HEADLINE EXAMPLE: PALMDALE GIRL COMBATS BULLYING FOR GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARD PROJECT]
[Sub-header example: Jane Doe to present anti-bullying workshops with the City of Palmdale]
[YOUR CITY], CA, [DATE] – [Your name], a [Senior Girl Scout in Troop ###], is using her leadership skills to make positive changes in [city where your project is happening] and beyond.
In pursuit of the Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest achievement in Girl Scouting, […DESCRIBE YOUR GOLD AWARD PROJECT HERE.]
[IF NEEDED, ADD ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING ANY UPCOMING EVENTS RELATED TO YOUR PROJECT – MAYBE IT’S A WORKSHOP YOU’RE HOSTING, A SERVICE UNIT MEETING WHERE YOU ARE BEING RECOGNIZED IN A CEREMONY, ETC.]
The Girl Scout Gold Award, celebrating its centennial in 2016, is a national award with significant standards that elevate a girl’s leadership skills, creativity, value, and efforts to make the world a better place. Earning the Gold Award requires spending at least 80 hours planning and implementing a challenging, large-scale project that is innovative, engages others, and has a lasting impact on its targeted community. The prestigious award recognizes Senior and Ambassador Girl Scouts—girls in ninth through 12th grades—for outstanding accomplishments in leadership, community service, career planning, and personal development.
Starting in 1916, the best and brightest undertook projects that improved their communities—and the world. The Golden Eaglet, the highest award in Girl Scouting from 1916 to 1939, marked the beginning of a long tradition of recognizing the extraordinary efforts of extraordinary girls. From 1940 to 1963, the Curved Bar Award was the highest honor in Girl Scouting. From 1963 to 1980, the highest award was called First Class. And since 1980, the Gold Award has inspired girls to find the greatness inside themselves and share their ideas and passions with their communities.
Nationwide, only six percent of all eligible Girl Scouts achieve the Gold Award. Approximately one million Girl Scouts have earned their Gold Award or its equivalent since 1916. Girls who earn their Girl Scout Gold Award automatically enter the military one rank higher, and qualify for college scholarships, and additional national service awards.
[Insert photo of Gold Awardee project or portrait of Gold Awardee]
PHOTO CAPTION: It’s recommended to include a photo and caption along with your release. You can paste it here and include your caption, but also attach it to your email as a separate .jpg file. If submitting to a print publication, make sure your picture attachment is a high-resolution image (at least 300 DPI).
About Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles:

Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, serves more than 40,000 girls in partnership with more than 20,000 volunteers throughout the diverse communities of Los Angeles County and parts of Kern, San Bernardino, and Ventura counties. The council engages girls through programs in Leadership, Business and Financial Literacy, Outdoor Adventure, STE[A]M (science, technology, engineering, art, math), and Healthy Living. To join, volunteer, reconnect, or support, visit www.girlscoutsla.org or call 213-213-0123.

