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	PRESS RELEASE



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[YOUR CITY/NEIGHBORHOOD] GIRL SCOUTS GO GOLD
[# OF GOLD AWARDEES IN YOUR SU] local girls lead impactful projects, earn Girl Scouts’ highest honor during award’s 100th year
[YOUR CITY, DATE] – Girl Scouts are using their leadership skills to make positive changes in [YOUR CITY/NEIGHBORHOOD]. Their sustainable projects have earned them Girl Scouts’ highest honor, the Girl Scout Gold Award, which they will receive in a ceremony in Pasadena on June 4.
The Girl Scout Gold Award, celebrating its centennial in 2016, is a national award with significant standards that elevate a girl’s leadership skills, creativity, value, and efforts to make the world a better place. Earning the Gold Award requires spending at least 80 hours planning and implementing a challenging, large-scale project that is innovative, engages others, and has a lasting impact on its targeted community. The prestigious award recognizes Senior and Ambassador Girl Scouts—girls in ninth through 12th grades—for outstanding accomplishments in leadership, community service, career planning, and personal development.
In 2016, 267 girls in greater LA collectively spent more than 21,000 hours using everything they’ve learned in Girl Scouts to lead positive change in their communities and beyond. 

In [YOUR CITY/NEIGHBORHOOD], the following girls earned their Gold Award this year: 

[LIST NAMES OF GIRLS; IF DIFFERENT CITIES/NEIGHBORHOODS, NOTE THOSE. ]
[WRITE ABOUT EACH PROJECT IN A SENTENCE OR TWO. OR, INCLUDE A SEPARATE DOC WITH GIRL PROJECT INFO AND SEND THAT WITH THIS RELEASE.]
[INSERT A QUOTE BY ONE OF THE GIRLS SUMMARIZING WHAT SHE HAS LEARNED THROUGH THE GOLD PROCESS. EXAMPLE OF A QUOTE: “Through earning my Gold Award, I have learned responsibility, how to be an accountable individual, honesty, and the importance of both the individual and teamwork,” said Gold Awardee Victoria Vitalich. “I’m proud that my project has made such a big impact on our community.”]
The Golden Eaglet, the highest award in Girl Scouting from 1916 to 1939, marked the beginning of a long tradition of recognizing the extraordinary efforts of extraordinary girls. From 1940 to 1963, the Curved Bar Award was the highest honor in Girl Scouting. From 1963 to 1980, the highest award was called First Class. And since 1980, the Gold Award has inspired girls to find the greatness inside themselves and share their ideas and passions with their communities.
Nationwide, only six percent of all eligible Girl Scouts achieve the Gold Award. Approximately one million Girl Scouts have earned their Gold Award or its equivalent since 1916. Girls who earn their Girl Scout Gold Award automatically enter the military one rank higher, and qualify for college scholarships, and additional national service awards.
[Insert photo of Gold Awardee project or portrait of Gold Awardee]
PHOTO CAPTION: It’s recommended to include a photo and caption along with your release. You can paste it here and include your caption, but also attach it to your email as a separate .jpg file. If submitting to a print publication, make sure your picture attachment is a high-resolution image (at least 300 DPI).
About Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles:

Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, serves more than 40,000 girls in partnership with more than 24,000 volunteers throughout the diverse communities of Los Angeles County and parts of Kern, San Bernardino, and Ventura counties. The council engages girls through programs in Leadership, Business and Financial Literacy, Outdoor Adventure, STE[A]M (science, technology, engineering, art, math), and Healthy Living. To join, volunteer, reconnect, or support, visit www.girlscoutsla.org or call 213-213-0123.

